Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

July 7, 1954 - March 24, 2026

Victor Tracy Haynes Sr., affectionately known as Tracy, entered eternal rest on
March 24, 2026, at his home in Elizabethton, TN. He was a beloved son,
husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, uncle, and friend to all who
were blessed to have known him.

Tracy was born on July 7, 1954, in Arlington, TN, to Ralph S. Haynes Sr. and
Charlotte M. Haynes; he was the third of four sons. Tracy attended Barrett’s
Chapel School from kindergarten through his junior year following its
desegregation. After graduating from Bolton High School in 1972, he
continued his education at Langston University in Langston, Oklahoma, for
two years, later leaving to pursue marriage.

Throughout his life, Tracy worked a variety of jobs to provide for his family. In
his early years, he was a police officer, a technician at Mississippi Anesthesia
Group, and worked for the Humphreys County Beat 3 Road Maintenance
crew. Upon moving to Elizabethton, TN, Tracy was employed by Snap-on
Incorporated before later transitioning to a machinist role at JARL, later
operating under Alcan and Alcoa. He would work for the company until severe
back pain led him into early retirement. Following his departure from Alcoa,
Tracy ran shuttles for local fishermen. Proud of this business, he did it with
vigor until his health would no longer allow him to do so.



Tracy loved music in all its forms. As a teen, he played clarinet in the school
band and also formed a band with his best friends, but more than anything, he
loved to sing. Tracy served as the choir director of Christian Valley Missionary
Baptist Church in Silver City, MS, and was also a dedicated member of the
Laymen’s Choir and Community Choir of Belzoni, MS. In Elizabethton, TN, he
became a dedicated member of Phillippi Missionary Baptist Church, where he
served as director of the Men's Chorus. To say that Tracy was a passionate
choir director would be a vast understatement. He expected those under his
direction to give their all; when his fingers started to wiggle, everyone knew he
wanted more. Outside of his family, singing, whether as a duet partner with his
wife, Linda, or with the Men’s Chorus, brought him great joy.

Known to many as “Big Cheese,” Tracy was also a lover of all foods, but
cheese was a dietary staple. He's eaten alligator, frog legs, and pig ears, and
enjoyed other southern delicacies, such as souse and Red Rose hot links.
He’s even dared to eat animals that his brother-in-law, Woodrow, would shoot
and kill, such as rabbit, deer, and squirrel, but nothing could ever compare to
a good ole bologna and cheese sandwich.

What Tracy enjoyed most in life was being the best Paw-Paw he could be to

his grandchildren, as he was a constant presence and influence in their lives.
He made it a point to attend every school and sporting event until he was no

longer able to do so. Tracy was also able to spend the last months of his life

doting on his great-grandchildren.

Tracy was preceded in death by his parents, Ralph S. Haynes Sr. and
Charlotte M. Haynes, his paternal grandparents, George and Viola Haynes,
his maternal grandparents, George and Nancy Susong, all three of his
brothers, Micheal Deon Haynes, George Ronald Haynes, and Ralph S.
Haynes Jr., and his beloved grandson, Jaden K. Haynes.



Left to cherish his memory are his beloved wife of fifty-one years, Linda P.
Haynes; his three children, daughters Shamika Makendengue (Francisco) and
Ebony Haynes, and his namesake, son Victor Tracy Haynes Jr. (Ginnefer);
grandchildren Helena Makendengue, Semira Makendengue, Essence Murray
(John), Jordan Haynes (Millie), Rheagan Haynes (Shannon), Peighton
Haynes, Victor Tracy Haynes lll, Christian Jameson Haynes; great-
grandchildren Syncere Williams and True Williams; his beloved niece and
nephew, Charlotte White and Deon Haynes, as well as a host of nieces and
nephews he inherited through marriage. Also left to cherish his memory are
lifelong friends Andrew Broom and Bish Thomas.

Though plagued with extreme health challenges the last few years of his life,
Tracy'’s faith in the Lord never wavered. Tracy tried to live the life he sang
about in church, and though he may have fallen short at times, he understood
that redemption was free and that God’s grace and mercy were more than
sufficient. His voice was a gift, his laughter was infectious, and he will be
dearly missed by all who knew and loved him, but they can find peace in
knowing that he is no longer in pain and that he is indeed singing in the
Heavenly Choir.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be sent via Cash App to
$Lindahaynes17



Previous Events
Viewing

APR 3.12:00 PM - 1:00 PM (ET)

Phillippi Baptist Church
200 Horace Leftwich Lane
Elizabethton, TN 37643

Celebration of Life

APR 3. 1:00 PM (ET)

Phillippi Baptist Church
200 Horace Leftwich Lane
Elizabethton, TN 37643

Interment

APR 3 (ET)

Happy Valley Memorial Park
2708 Elizabethton Hwy
Elizabethton, TN 37601



Tribute Wall

Dear Linda and family,

We want to thank you for sharing Tracy with us. Our memories are
overflowing with wonderful times together. Our one and only trip to
Mississippi was with you and our church, Phillippi. May GOD
comfort you all during this difficult time. We are praying for you now
and we will continue to pray for you always.

We love you all.

Ron and Gwendolyn Smith

Gwendolyn Smith - April 03 at 09:57 AM

Aaron DelLaney purchased the Full Of Love Bouq
uet for the family of Mr. Victor Haynes Sr..

Aaron DelLaney - April 01 at 05:43 PM

Aaron Delaney planted a <a href="/store/Product.aspx?
Productld=4518">Memorial Tree</a> in honor of Mr. Victor Haynes
Sr..

Aaron DelLaney - April 01 at 05:43 PM


http://birchettemortuary.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://birchettemortuary.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
http://birchettemortuary.store.helloflowers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4358&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

Our thoughts, prayers and love are with you family. | look forward to
hearing Tracy singing in that heavenly choir one day.

Your OKC Family,

Kia Greaves

Kia Greaves - April 01 at 01:08 AM

Lisa Brady sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr.
Victor Haynes Sr.

Lisa Brady - March 30 at 10:11 PM

Phyllis Askew sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

Phyllis Askew - March 30 at 05:38 PM

Prayers for all! Drake & | love this family! |

AW

liz wandell - March 29 at 05:29 PM



Sending prayers of comfort to Mr. Haynes "
family. He was such a kind spirited man.

Whitney Ray .
(Cheryl Taylor Ray) daughter “

Whitney - March 28 at 10:26 PM

Kenneth McRath(Ricky) sent a virtual gift in
memory of Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

Kenneth McRath(Ricky) - March 28 at 08:45 PM

My heart and prayers go out to Tracy's entire living family and
friend's. As an avid fly fisherman of our my Coveted Watauga River
| for many years called Tracy the Watauga River Keeper. He not
only shuttled our trailers, he watched over the rivers and is that
fished and deeply cared about three Watauga River.

His family is keeping that care of the Watauga River alive and | find
peace that the river is part of his family's soul as it is mine.

Rest in Peace our Brother and be with the Lord. May my prayers
reach the lord to look over Tracy in heaven and his loved ones he
left behind. Sincerely, Rob Horn

Rob Horn - March 28 at 03:21 PM



Family,

Condolences and prayers to each of you. May
the love of God shine through family and
friends to brighten your days throughout this
time of bereavement. Tracy’s impact on the
lives of so many will be remembered and
cherished.

Blessings,
Cheryl Rhea Family

Cheryl Rhea - March 27 at 11:15 PM

Ricky A Nobleton lit a candle in memory of
Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

AN

Ricky A Nobleton - March 27 at 02:08 PM

Mary Rollins lit a candle in memory of Mr.
Victor Haynes Sr.

W

Mary Rollins - March 27 at 08:45 AM



Jaymon Johnson sent a virtual gift in memory

of Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

jaymon johnson - March 26 at 06:41 PM

Lynn & Rayetta Bachman lit a candle in
memory of Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

Lynn & Rayetta Bachman - March 26 at 06:12 PM

Van Rollins sent a virtual gift in memory of Mr.
Victor Haynes Sr.

Van Rollins - March 26 at 04:39 PM

Charles Bufford sent a virtual gift in memory of
Mr. Victor Haynes Sr.

Charles Bufford - March 26 at 03:26 PM




